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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

I 

XIX. D. Fmxciscr Cat? on Naegele, Profess or is ITeideloergensis, Epi&iola ad 

Theodorum Fredericum fialtz , M. el C. D. qua Ilistoria cl Descriptio Aneurys- 

matis quod in Aorta Abdominali observavit 3 continetur, addita tabulu acnea. 

Heidelb. 4to. pp. 18. pi. 1. 

Aneurism of the inferior part of the abdominal aorta is a disease of rare oc¬ 
currence, while nothing 1 is more common than to find the arch of the aorta in 
this condition. It is, therefore, not surprising 1 , that the true character of the 
disease, when it takes place in the first mentioned situation, should not be im¬ 
mediately and clearly recognised; and this renders it desirable that an accurate 
record should be kept of such cases as may fall under the observation of prac¬ 
titioners. Professor Naegele, in his epistle to Dr. Baltz, has given a very in¬ 
teresting account of an instance of aneurism of the aorta, occurring just above 
its division into the common iliacs, which we here translate for the benefit of 
our readers. 

The patient was a lady, who, with the exception of a slight curvature of the 
spine, caused while at school, was of large stature, and firmly built, though 
graceful and well-proportioned. At the time of her death she was thirty-thrCC 
years old. She was one of a considerable number of children of the same pa¬ 
rents, and her father, who died of hydrothorax when seventy-two years old, 
was subject to gout and rheumatism, as were some of his sons also. In her in¬ 
fancy, her dentition was accompanied by many difficulties; and from her fifth 
to her sixth year, she suffered much from ophthalmia. About this time the 
slight flexure of the spine was perceived, for which some mechanical contriv¬ 
ance was worn. From fourteen to seventeen her health was very imperfect, 
and she was often affected by ccdcma of the feet, which at the same time were 
covered by brown spots. Menstruation began at seventeen, and continued with 
perfect regularity throughout her life. At the age of twenty-two she married, 
and except some rheumatic pains, and slight fevers, enjoyed for several years 
good health, being of robust constitution, and very beautiful. Her temper of 
mind was severe, sad, and easily yielding to the influence of imagination, 
which could not be excited to the least liveliness, nor hilarity. Her attention 
was exclusively devoted to domestic affairs, and. the care of her health, which 
in fact received more than a due share of regard. Her relatives had no know¬ 
ledge of her ever having suffered any violent blow, or other mechanical injury 
that could have given origin to her disease. 

Her first pregnancy increased her sadness and raoroseness. She sometimes 
complained of pain; and in the seventh month was delivered of a dead and pu¬ 
trescent child. She soon recovered her usual health, but during the next year 
the brown spots on her feet ulcerated, and remained incurable. At the same 
time, a tumour formed on her left knee, which sometimes increased, and at 
others diminished, according to the state of the weather. Her second pregnancy 
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terminated in the eighth month by the birth of a dead child. During thispreg- 
nancy she suffered greatly from anxiety about the pnccordia, which, with her 
usual sadness, was much increased by dread of again having a still-born infant. 
The third pregnancy was not more fortunate than the former: her anguish in¬ 
creasing at each period, and her mind tormented by fear. Hence she was de¬ 
sirous of taking medicines, and of seeking the best medical aid, both because 
she was exceedingly desirous of living, and of bearing a living child. Although 
she was of a fine figure, and except the left hip being a little higher than the 
right, no irregularity could be discovered in the pelvis, yet in her fourth 
pregnancy her physicians persuaded her to keep in a reclining posture as much 
as possible, because they believed her unfortunate miscarriages to be caused 
by some deformity of the pelvis; to this advice she yielded such implicit obe¬ 
dience as act ual ly to pass four months almost entirely in a horizontal position, 
notwithstanding all the inconveniences and increased suffering it produced. 
At length her sufferings became so great that it could no longer be endured. 
Fourteen days sooner than natural she was affected by parturient throes, which 
subsided for eight days, at which time she was delivered of another dead 
infant. 

Her fifth and last pregnancy was attended by an accumulation of all her dis¬ 
tresses; her mind being continually racked by fear of producing another dead 
child, and her imagination filled with sad and horrible fancies. Haring ob¬ 
served that her three preceding deliveries commenced about a fortnight before 
the usual time, and the orifice of the womb was then dilated, though the pains 
ceased, and at some future time the birth of an inanimate fatus ensued, the phy¬ 
sicians, resolved to observe this commencement of the pains more closely. 
Finding that the labour came on as before, and observing at the time signs of 
life in the child, they turned, and delivered it without delay. It was a very de¬ 
licate and emaciated infant, but gave some signs of being alive. The placenta 
was of firm texture, and haring a dense, sharp, solid, and almost cartilaginous 
margin; over its surface many earthy concretions or ossifications were scatter¬ 
ed; the condition of the placenta in her other labours had been somewhat si¬ 
milar. 

To oedema, coldness, and dryness, as well as occasional ulceration of the 
feet, she was always subject; and the swelling of the feet appeared to afford 
relief to her pectoral distress. The skin of the feet became hard, rough, crusty, 
and rugose, occasionally desquamating, and having the appearance of belong¬ 
ing to an old woman. 

For the last four, or five years of life she was afflicted with palpitations of the 
heart, which often intermitted for a long time, yet always returned more vehe¬ 
mently, accompanied most frequently with an equal, but stronger sense of pul¬ 
sation in the abdominal aorta. Gradually these attacks became more frequent; 
varying in force; returning at night when not felt during the day time. Every 
thing affecting the mind increased the palpitation; the excitement of coition 
during the three last years of her existence, uniformly caused the most dread¬ 
ful fits. She was subject to vast pain, constriction of the chest, impairment of 
circulation, congestions of the head, Sec. Her physician at this time believed 
her disease to have been dropsy of the pericardium, and treated her accord¬ 
ingly; and of course in vain. A very skilful physician, who attended her closely 
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during eight days of the next year, was induced by the symptoms to believe 
that her discaserwas aneurism of the aorta; and from the distress and suffering 
experienced in the thorax, and some difficulty of swallowing, he concluded it 
to be seated about the arch of the vessel; a conclusion which led him to ne* 
gleet any examination of the abdomen. 

In November of 1814, she had at night a dreadful attack of palpitation, ex¬ 
treme anguish, spasms, vehement dyspnoea, convulsions, loss of sense, paleness, 
coldness, See. Indeed, she was believed to be dead, and was very slowly reco¬ 
vered. From what was told the author, he thought the attack to have been si¬ 
milar to that following violent uterine hemorrhage. It was five days after this 
attack, (16th November,) that professor Naegcle visited her, not having seen 
her for half a year previous; he could scarcely recognise her. Her face was 
pallid and greatly changed, by emaciation; the slightest motion excited palpi¬ 
tation; the pulse was feeble, scarcely discoverable, and altogether irregular, 
and during the rest of her life, which ended on the 28tli November, it was im¬ 
possible to observe in it the slightest approach to regularity. Her breathing 
was free; the mind tranquil; feet cold. A liard oblong tumour situated a little 
to the left, extending from the superior to the inferior part of the abdomen, 
which pulsated vehemently but regularly, could be distinguished by applying 
the hand. The pulsation was so powerful, that pressure with both hands could 
not restrain or diminish it. As the patient’s condition was so obvious, nothing 
could be done but to lessen her sufferings as much as possible. She died, how¬ 
ever, in a few days. 

Examination of the body. —Tuotiax. Except some slight adhesions, lungs 
sound; heart rather smaller than usual; great vessels altogether empty of blood. 
ABnoaresr. Bluish-black tumour in the hypogastric region, rather to the left 
side, prominent, and of the size of a human head. The intestines being remov¬ 
ed from the tumour, its rounded part evidently occupied the abdominal aorta, 
yet not entirely. Its anterior surface covered by the peritoneum, was very 
smooth. The heart with the whole aorta was carefully removed; the tumour 
by itself, weighed nearly five pounds, apothecaries weight. The greater part 
of the tumour was composed of strata of coagulated blood, which being remov¬ 
ed allowed the true character of the aneurism to be seen. The dilatation began 
about an inch and a half above the origin of the cctliac artery, where the aorta 
traverses the crura diaphragmatis, and gradually increased down to the giving 
off of the renal arteries; immediately below which the true sac or greater tu¬ 
mour began to swell out, thence down to the extremity of the undivided part of the 
aorta, or to the bifurcation into the common iliacs. The total length of the di¬ 
lated portion of the aorta was eleven inches; the great sac was very near six 
inches long and five inches in breadth. The caliber of the vessel was not alto¬ 
gether equally dilated, but more from both sides and in front. A very small 
chink or slit was found to the right of the origin of the inferior mesepteric arte¬ 
ry, through which it is probable that shortly before death, blood escaped into 
the cellular texture, so that the aneurism, which was a true one from the com¬ 
mencement, liad at length become what is termed spurious, and the immediate 
cause of death. This evidently was atrue aneurism as all the arterial coats could 
be distinctly traced by the knife throughout the whole dilatation. Throughout 
the whole of this aorta, osseous points, squamules, and lamella were found in 



